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DAYrON
NEWS RELEASE
POSTER EXHIBIT AT THE UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON CHRONICLES LIFE
AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF GERMAN IMMIGRANTS IN THE MIAMI VALLEY
DAYTON, Ohio -For more than a century, German culture was a significant presence
in Dayton as well as the Miami Valley. That legacy is highlighted by a collection of posters
currently on display at the University of Dayton.
"Germans in the Valley" will be on display through Dec. 31 in the Roesch Library lobby
gallery during regular library hours. For hours, call (937) 229-4221.
The collection of 22 posters, created by local librarian and artist Lindy McDonough,
chronicles the arrival, settlement and experiences of German-speaking immigrants in
Montgomery County during the early 20th century.
Beginning with the early settlement of German immigrants in every township in the
county, the collection traces the increasing influence of these settlers on the Miami Valley via
their contributions to the arts, politics, military service and culture. That influence remained
strong until its decline during and after World War I.
Using reproductions of reference materials such as advertisements, maps, legal
documents, newspaper headlines, letters and photographs along with quotes from historical
figures, McDonough created poster collages, each with its own heading.
Among mementoes affixed to the poster titled "Higher Education," for instance, viewers
will see a print of Father Leo Meyer along with text crediting Meyer as founder of St. Mary's
Institute- which later became UD. Meyer emigrated from Alsace, a German-speaking area in
eastern France.
A Montgomery County map, created in 1875, adorns the poster marked "Northern
Townships." Text blocks of trivia indicate that the city now known as Englewood was
established in 1848 as Harrisburg by German immigrants, who named the town after their
hometown in Pennsylvania.
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"In 1882 a local historian described Madison Township as 'composed almost
exclusively' of residents of German extraction," reads another text block. "Harrison Township
had a surprisingly high number of German nursery men and gardeners with (now) familiar
names such as Siebenthaler, Sacksteder, Knecht, Mumma and Kurtz."
"German-speaking immigrants earned their living through farming, publishing and
brewing and have left their mark on these industries," said Arthur Mosher, chair of the
department of languages and associate professor of Germant at UD. "They founded local
hospitals, schools and service and social organizations, many of which are still active today.
"Numerous buildings on the UD campus attest to the German-speaking heritage of the
University's founders. Names like Zehler, Wohlleben, Frericks, Gosiger, Keller and Roesch
remind UD faculty and students, as well as the vvider community, of an important element ln
our local heritage."
McDonough is the graphic and display artist for the Dayton and Montgomery County
Public Library. She created the poster collection, originally housed in the library's main branch,
while working for her master of arts degree at Wright State University.
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For media interviews, call Arthur Mosher, associate professor of languages, at (937) 229-2449.

